
 

BLACK BEAR SPECTATOR GUIDE 
Both races start and finish at Jackson Park, Hendersonville, NC.  

8K Start: 8:00 AM​
Half Marathon Start: 8:20 AM 

Half Marathon course: https://ridewithgps.com/routes/39846838 
8k course: https://ridewithgps.com/routes/40119111 

Both entrances to Jackson Park will be closed to vehicular traffic from 8:00 to 8:30 AM to keep runners safe 
during the race starts. 

Biking from Jackson Park to a spectator location is a great option. However, once you are on the Oklawaha 
Greenway, please do not ride alongside or follow your runner around the course. The greenway will have 
runners traveling in both directions and completing multiple loops. If you need to travel on the greenway by 
bike during the race, please ride in the grass where appropriate, move slowly, stay alert and always yield to 
runners. 

If you are driving to a Half Marathon spectator location, we strongly recommend dropping your runner off 
and leaving Jackson Park by way of 4th Avenue East (entrance/exit) before 8:00 AM. Get into position at 
your spectator location early rather than trying to drive around the course once the races are underway. 

Jackson Park Start + Finish 

8K Spectators 

For the 8K, we recommend spectating by bike rather than car. Once the race begins, driving between 
viewing locations will be difficult due to road closures and runner traffic. 

After watching the start at Jackson Park, bike or run out of the park and use the Jackson Park access path to 
connect to the Oklawaha Greenway. 

Jackson Park Access to Oklawaha Greenway 

From there, you can ride to one of these locations: 

⭐ BEST PICK:  7th Avenue + Oklawaha Greenway 
Approx Miles: 1.5 + 3.5 ​
This is a great viewing location for the 8K runners and is also a race water station. 

7th Avenue + Oklawaha Greenway 

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/39846838
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/40119111
https://maps.app.goo.gl/JNYePZ73APEjRTr28?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/r5ZpDWVTMsyfMEVC9?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/p58Fr92bDRokDqxD8?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Oklawaha Greenway Kiosk 
Approx Miles: 2.3 + 2.4​
Both 8K and Half Marathon runners can be seen here. This is also the 8K turnaround. 

Oklawaha Greenway Kiosk 

After seeing your runner, return to Jackson Park via the same greenway access path to catch the finish. 

Half Marathon Spectators 

Half Marathon runners complete two loops of the Oklawaha Greenway, which creates several opportunities 
to see your runner multiple times without chasing them around the course. 

⭐ BEST PICK: Patton Park + Oklawaha Greenway Kiosk​
Approx. Miles 2.25, 5.5, 7.5 + 10.5 | See your runner 4 times 

This is our favorite Half Marathon spectator location. There is plentiful parking at Patton Park and plenty of 
room for spectators to spread out along the greenway in this area. 

Park at Patton Park, then walk the access trail to the Oklawaha Greenway and head toward the kiosk. Take a 
lawn chair and hang out in the grass along the trail!  

Park at Patton Park​
Patton Park Walking Access to Greenway​
Oklawaha Greenway Kiosk Viewing Location 

7th Avenue + Oklawaha Greenway​
Approx. Miles 1.5, 6.7 + 11.8 | See your runner 3 times 

This location is the ‘best pick’ for the 8k… it gets congested here but is easiest to access if you are running 
from Jackson Park to see your runner or riding a bike. It is also a water station and provides three opportunities 
to cheer for Half Marathon runners. Parking immediately at the trailhead is limited, so plan to ride a bike or park 
nearby and walk over. 

7th Avenue + Oklawaha Greenway 

Berkeley Road + Oklawaha Greenway​
Approx. Miles 3, 4.75, 8 + 10 | See your runner 4 times 

There is a small parking area with access to the Oklawaha Greenway. Because runners complete two loops, 
you'll have four opportunities to see your runner from this location. 

Berkeley Road Spectator Parking + Greenway Access 

Balfour Road + Oklawaha Greenway​
See your runner 4 times, with two passes occurring close together 

This is the farthest spectator location from Jackson Park and is best accessed by vehicle. This area includes 
the Half Marathon turnaround, a water station and portable toilets. Because of the turnaround, two of your 
runner sightings will happen fairly quickly. 

Balfour Road Spectator Area 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/oh4QzsMEH4cd3eUV8?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/w11jvuyA82MUCoAQ6?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/FF1sgyLnohpPEsv17?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/oh4QzsMEH4cd3eUV8?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/p58Fr92bDRokDqxD8?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/ejnA98sZuErCJiMJ8?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/AN6uZm3g7Yi2ERCc9?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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